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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-10, drawn to a modular apparatus with communication module, 
classified in class 607, subclass 60. 

II. Claims 11-16, drawn to a modular apparatus with a housing, classified in 
class 607, subclass 36. 

u : _ & 
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Claims 17-21, drawn to a method dispense therapy, classified in class 



607, subclass 2. 

IV. Claims 22-24, drawn to a method for sensing and stimulating, classified in 
class 607, subclass 6. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination does not require 
a hybrid circuit substrate, but can utilize a processor and separate analog to digital 
(A/D) converter. The subcombination has separate utility such as a percutaneous 
diagnostic device, with an external central control module and satellite module and an 
implantable lead. 
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Inventions III and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and 
(2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination can dispense 
therapy, without the electrodes to sense analog signals. The subcombination has 
separate utility such as a sensing an stimulating device, since the electrodes sense 
analog signalsji addition to dispensing therapy. 

Inventions III & IV and I & II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. 
The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can 
be practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus 
as claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatuses could be used in diagnostic without 
implementation of therapy. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Stephen Bauer on December 13, 2005 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-10. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
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Office action. Claims 1 1-24 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the'appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stokes 
et al. (US 5,814,089). Stokes et al. discloses an implanted central control module with a 
power source, such as a battery, and transmitting capabilities in order to transmit power 
to a plurality of implanted remote devices. Figure 1 displays the central control module 
25 and the plurality of remote devices 26-29. The examiner considers a remote device 
to be a satellite module. Also, the "remote devices may have a lead"(col. 3, lines 51-53) 
as also seen in figure 1 on the remote devices 26-28. 

The remote device or satellite module is further depicted in figure 3A. The remote 
device has a receiver circuit 52, which the examiner considers to be the communication 
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module, a controller 60, which may be a microprocessor, and the amplifiers 62, which 
the examiner considers to be the sense amp. 

Furthermore, the "controller 60 is used to control the activities of the remote 
device, which include delivering stimulus pulses through driver 61 and electrodes 64, 
and receiving sensed information picked up at electrodes 64 and amplified at 62"(). 
Since the electrodes 64 are used for both sensing and stimulation, there is inherently a 
switching module included in the remote device. Also, in order to store the data sensed 
by the electrode, there is inherently memory and an A/D converter to convert the analog 
signals sensed by the electrodes to a format compatible with the microprocessor. 

As to claim 6, remote units 26-29 are configured to deliver therapy to a target 
location. For example, "unit 26 delivers pacing or cardioversion pulses to the right 
atrium; remote unit 27 delivers pacing or cardioversion pulses to the right ventricle; 
remote unit 28 delivers pacing or cardioversion pulses to the left atrium; and remote unit 
29 delivers stimulus pulses to another location"(col. 3, lines 36-41). 

As to claim 7, the controller 60 can be comprised of "a microprocessor or 
equivalent logic and associated memory"(col. 6, lines 2-5). Therefore, the examiner 
considers the equivalent logic to be the logic block and the associated memory to be the 
buffer. 

As to claims 8-9, since the satellite module, or remote devices, and the control 
module are wirelessly connected they have no wire interconnections. Thus, the system 
is limited to zero wire connections, and as such, has less than two or four wire 
connections. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alyssa M. Alter whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4939. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on (571 ) 272-4955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Alyssa M Alter 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3762 , 



